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February 10, 2009

To: House Comimitlae on Naturs! Rasources

We would like to go on fecord supporiing House Bill 411, the
Flood Damage Mitigation Assistance Program.

Dawson County has boen struggling with the protilern of floodplain
planning for many years. This bit wouid offer relief in a form that would
allow us to move forward for the first time. Currently we are being heid
back by outrageous costs for studies requirec by the Ary Corps of
Engineers (ACE) and the Federal Emergency Managemgnt Agency
(FEMA). Itis impossible for most counties to fund a study then begin io
pay for the construction costs associated with flood mitigation.

Federal agencies come i o our communities ard inform us that
these problems must be cealt with. However, they do not offer a funding
mechanism fo alleviate the probiem. Economic growth {s literally left at 2
standstill. We cannot afford to resolve the problem and untii we do, o7

i

economic hase cannot grow. |

Your suppott for this Bill would help many commuynities i
Montana. As flondplain maps are reviewed, many citied and towns wii
be placed in the same Catch 22 as Dawson Gounty and the City of
Glendive. ;
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Thark You. .
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